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Buckmg the budget-austenty‘ndel
2 Housez education - ‘subcommittee: -,
has unanunously reported out’a bill ™™

to create-a new $87 mxlhon-avyear '
federal. program -to encouragé the
teaching * of ~foreign languaga m, ‘

schools and coll eges. T

Rep...Paul.. Sunon (D-Ill.),.g:ham ;
man of the- post-seoondary education

subcommltteé said: he-believes the
program-is necessary to aid the’de-

fense and " intelligence communities "

~Adm. Bobby R. Inman, deputy di-
ector of the CIA, said tEe natxon‘s
“raE@E _a_etenoratmzf forexgn-
lan e capa

and the United States’ position in -
international trade’ after years of de- -
clining enrollment in. language ‘pro=.-
grams,- e aox -

“Where- the:e is.a natmnal need .
we have tomeet it,” he said in an in-

terview from his district office.

Secretary of Education Terrel H.. .
Bell has been a supporter of efforts -
to strengthen the . foreign-language
capabilities of students. But;“in a let- -

ter to the subcommxttee, he said the

administration- 6pposes  tie-bill be-~
cause of “budgetary constraints™"and -
philosophical ~disagreement : about

creating new categorical programs in
an age of block grants. -

The bill would provide $10 million
to states for model foreign-language

" programs in local school districts, $4

million for such programs in junior
and community colleges, $13 million
for universities - to encourage in-
creased enrollment. and $60 million
for colleges with foreign-language
requirements. for admxsslon and
graduation. .

Colleges, for instance, would re-
ceive $30 for each student enrolled

in first- and second-year language

» of: thes total. enrollment.. The- school |

" “admission: and a two-year college -
. proficxency for graduation. ... ,

 committee heard ‘witnesses. bemoan ]

" languages, such as Urdu, Arabic’ and

: -the world’s population. = -
* hopes to win support for the bill by .
- tional security."

$87 Mllhon

'ursa after the school language
regxstranons amounted to 5 percent

“would™ Teoelvé -$40.for each st,fldenb
“enrolled'in more advariced classes, -

" The-same $30-a-head system also
.would " apply ‘to colleges requiring:
two years. of high school language for:

" During: hearings i July,_the Suo-
the nation’s foreign-language record.-

ty was having “an
adverse impact” on intelligence.

“We_.are especially wulnerable.
_when it comes to the more exotic

.Farsi,” Inman testified.

Simon has written a book about
the_ problem-—“The Tongue-Txed*
American™=-and admits he is among-
those deficient in foreign languages.
He said that the United States is the*
only natiom that does not require :
some foreign language- for 'colleve’
graduation, and that fewer. than 1y
percent of the nation’s 12 mxlhon(
college students- are studying lan-

guages spoken by three-quarters of

Simon. acknowledged that he
focusing .on its potentxal to axd na- '

In his letter of opposmon, Bell'
said he thought it unrealistic to ex- .
pect the bill to offer enough incen-1
tives to colleges to have a'significant_
impact on the nation’s forengn-

'Alanguage problem e
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